HOW TO HELP A DOWN DACHSHUND

The window of opportunity to help your down dachshund when it has gone down is CRITICAL and should be taken to your vet or a veterinary emergency within 24 hours.  If you follow these guidelines closely, there is an excellent chance that your dog will possibly regain the use of their back legs and avoid a costly surgery.  

 Take your Dachshund to a veterinarian immediately 
Your dog will need a thorough examination to determine the extent of your dog’s injury. The veterinarian should prescribe the steroid Prednisone, an anti-inflammatory drug, and a pain reliever.  Different pain medications are used for different pain threshold. For instance, Tramadol is used for moderate pain; Gabapentin is used for more severe pain. 

Know to ask for the right medications, dosage and frequency depending on how much pain your dog is in.  Signs to know if your dog is in pain: panting, whining, anxious, yelp (on slight touch). 

NEVER give your dog Rimadyl in this situation.

Give your dog Adult Pepcid A/D inside a piece of cheese 30 minutes prior to the regular medication. If your dog is getting medication 2 times a day, give ½ a pill with each medication schedule. If it’s getting medication just one time a day, give it 1Pepcid tablet.

PLEASE NOTE: If there is no bladder control, please ask your veterinarian to show you how to express a bladder.

 You MUST crate your dog for a minimum of 30 days without exception
Wire crate only; absolutely no plastic. 

***NOTE*** Even if you see your dog improve after one week, you still must keep them in their crate for the entire 30 days. 

Put your dog in its crate away from busy and noisy activity so it can rest. Line the bottom with clean, soft blankets (warm them in the dryer) so it’s cozy. Dim the lights and if possible, find lavender to scent the room as it has a soothing affect on Dachshunds! Keep your dog occupied with a thick bone that they really have to work on such as an extra large bully stick. This will strengthen their neck and front leg muscles, which in turn will help them, have the strength to walk again. You can also put their favorite toy(s) and a low-fat treat filled Kong to help with boredom. 

 Your dog will need assistance to go potty
Cut a 4” strip (lengthwise) from a bath towel to create a sling to hold under their chest and belly while they go to the bathroom. Gently lower them to the ground and bring their back legs up off the ground by pulling up on the sling. 
NEVER let their hind legs touch the ground.

 Cut down on your dog’s food intake
You don’t want your dog to gain weight during its recuperation. You can add 1 tablespoon of good quality, plain, non-fat yogurt to its meals to help fill them up and coat their stomach. PLEASE NOTE: If your dog is constipated or having a hard time pushing, feed a tablespoon or two of pure canned pumpkin. 

VERY IMPORTANT:
If you do not see your dog pooping and/or peeing, this is a much more serious situation and you must see a vet ASAP.  Keeping their bladder expressed is of upmost importance as this will deter from any urinary tract infections occurring. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]YouTube – How to express a dog’s bladder standing position
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAaLdeJCIkw

YouTube – How to express a dog’s bladder lateral position 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcbO6aJ9rZY


Helpful Links & Resources


Hydrotherapy – http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdTfNaD5VMo

Acupuncture – http://youtu.be/uNMcDtzgki0

Acupuncture- International Veterinary Acupuncture Society- http://www.ivas.org/

Chinese Herbs – http://www.bodycare360.com/find-by-categories/chinese_formulas/page/2/

Dodgerslist – www.dodgerslist.com

K9 Carts - http://www.k9carts.com/

Eddy’s Wheels – http://eddieswheels.com/

Handicapped Pets- http://www.handicappedpets.com/adjustable-dog-wheelchair.html?gclid=CK_52dyZiMECFRFffgoddHgAlw

Lil Back Bracer – www.lilbackbracer.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZZl8PWzSac

Summit Vets, Tacoma, WA - http://summitvets.com

Dr. Sara Render Hopkins, Compassion 4 Paws - http://www.compassion4paws.com/

Dr. Hawthorne - http://hawthornevet.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Price-List.pdf
http://hawthornevet.com/contactus/contact-hours

Drag Bags - http://www.handicappedpets.com/





